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With gracious funding from the Karpat Center for Turkish Studies, I was able to attend this past year’s 
International Medieval Congress between July 1 and July 4 in Leeds, United Kingdom. I presented my 
paper “Ceremonies of Crisis?: Gendered Imperial Processions in the Middle Byzantine Era.” My paper 
received a robust set of questions, resulting in a lengthy question and answer period. Not only was I able 
to demonstrate my expertise in a variety of historical and methodological fields, but I received valuable 
insight and thought-provoking queries to strengthen this conference paper as I prepare it for 
publication. 

More than merely presenting the paper, I had excellent opportunities to network with professors, fellow 
graduate students, and interested publishers for my upcoming dissertation project. I met with 
professors from Australia and New Zealand, who I would not have had the opportunity to network with 
at North American conferences, as they do not often make the trip. One professor in particular, Mark 
Masterson, offered excellent feedback and critiques to my recently defended dissertation prospectus. 
He will serve as an invaluable resource as I continue my graduate studies. I connected with several other 
graduate students that I had met at various international programs and other conferences, as well as 
new students from Europe, Turkey, and the United Kingdom. Finally, I met with a representative from 
ARC Humanities Press and discussed both my dissertation project and my prospective plans for my first 
book. As a result of this meeting, we have scheduled consistent follow-ups to track the state of my 
project and maintain communication between this conference and next year’s. 

Ultimately, I had an excellent experience representing the University of Wisconsin-Madison at this 
international event and I am grateful for the Karpat Center’s funding in offsetting these costs. 

 

 


