Travel and Research Grant Report 2024 by Berke Cetinkaya

Conference Travel Grant July 1 - July 4 2024, at the Conference of the Leeds International
Medieval Congress, Leeds, United Kingdom

Presentation title: Geographical Imagination of Crete in the Times of Crises: A Lair of Despair or a
Lost Homeland?

Research Travel Grant ISAM (Centre for Islamic Studies), Bogazi¢i University and Istanbul
University, Istanbul, Turkey; The National Library of Turkey, Ankara, Turkey.

Research Proposal Title: Muslim and Turkish Perceptions of Byzantine Loyalty, Trustworthiness,
and Promise-Keeping from the 9th to the 12th Century

During the 2024 calendar year, with the support of the Kemal H. Karpat Center for Turkish
Studies Small Grants Program, I was able to present my paper online at the International
Medieval Congress 2024. The paper, titled “Geographical Imagination of Crete in Times of
Crises: A Lair of Despair or a Lost Homeland? ”’, was one of the products of my master’s
thesis. In my presentation, I discussed the multi-layered geographical imagination of the island
from the perspective of the Byzantines, spanning from its Muslim conquest in the early ninth
century to its eventual Byzantine reconquest in the late tenth century. My argument centered
on the idea that the Byzantine geographical imagination of the island was primarily shaped by
the historical memory of the region before the Muslim conquests, the perceptions of the
Constantinopolitan literati from the seventh to tenth centuries regarding the Muslim
experience in these areas, and, in relation to that, the personal and communal interests of the
literati in constructing their geographical discourse.

The session in which I presented my work was one that I organized alongside three other
Byzantinists from Cambridge University, Harvard University, and Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz. The session, titled “Echoes of Chaos: Byzantine Literary Narratives of
Crisis”, explored Byzantine literary narratives of crisis from a comparative perspective. We
focused on how authors depicted and described the space of events and aimed to understand
how the physical and ideological relationships between the authors and the constructed spaces
influenced the development and dissemination of their narratives. The session examined
Byzantine crisis narratives spanning from the 6th to the 15th century, including responses to
various groups such as Muslims, Crusaders, and Ottomans/Turks. Additionally, we explored
how these crisis narratives evolved or remained consistent across different periods and amidst
diverse internal and external circumstances.

Furthermore, thanks to the Karpat Center’s Small Grant Program, I was able to conduct
archival and historiographical research in Turkey for my PhD thesis. My doctoral
research focuses on the role of social and moral bonds—such as trust, loyalty, and promise-
keeping— in shaping social and economic mobility within Byzantine society during the
Middle Byzantine period. A portion of my thesis, currently structured as the first chapter,
seeks to provide a snapshot of how various groups that interacted with the Byzantines—both
in the West and East—perceived Byzantine morality. This chapter will specifically explore
how Arabs/Muslims and Turks viewed Byzantine moral character.



During my research in Turkey, I was able to obtain copies of crucial materials and begin
drafting this chapter during the winter break of the 2024-2025 academic year. Over the course
of my four-week stay, I primarily worked at ISAM (Centre for Islamic Studies), a research
center and library in Istanbul, where I am already a member. I also made use of the libraries at
Bogazici University (my alma mater) and Istanbul University. Additionally, I made a short
trip to Ankara to utilize the vast collection at the National Library of Turkey. During my
research trip, I was able to access many recent critical editions of Arabic and Turkish sources
not available in the United States. Beyond accessing these vital primary sources, I had the
opportunity to engage with scholars specializing in Byzantine, Seljuk, and Medieval Islamic
history in Turkey, which provided valuable insights into Arabic and Turkish sources and
helped me identify further references I may have previously overlooked.



I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Kemal H. Karpat Center for Turkish
Studies for the Small Grant Program, which greatly supported the expenses of my research
and virtual conference participation.



