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The exploration of the Temple of Apollo Lairbenos ruins, Denizli, Turkey

Research Proposal Title: Reconstructing the Sanctuary of Apollo Lairbenos: A New
Understandings of Property Transfer through Consecration Inscriptions

Last summer, I visited Cal in Denizli to investigate consecration inscriptions at the temple of
Apollo Lairbenos. Scholars had published transcriptions of these texts but had not shared
photographs, leaving no way to verify their readings. Since my research questions the
accuracy of some interpretations, I needed to examine the inscriptions in person to determine
whether the sections marked as unreadable were truly illegible or if earlier scholars had
overlooked or misinterpreted certain details.

I consulted archaeologists in the Aegean region who have expertise in local inscriptions,
explained my approach to them, and asked for their opinions on my reading of the
inscriptions. Their knowledge directed my epigraphic approach and introduced parallels with
other parts of Phrygia. After my trip, my research argues that formerly enslaved individuals
secured tangible assets in the process of consecration. Past interpretations often suggested
that the temple held final authority over these individuals and assets. My research makes the
link between consecration and manumission clearer and more direct. Now, I am in the
process of submitting my article to a peer-reviewed journal.

The Karpat Center Travel Grant made my trip to Cal possible. I covered transportation and
basic field costs with the travel grant. My thanks go to the staff and committee members for
their support.



